" Observer " writes: I was very interested in the letter of your correspondent, " A Superintendent," concerning the behaviour of private nurses out of doors. I fully sympathise with her, and can assure her that she is not the only superintendent confronted by that difficulty. It is one, however, that I am afraid will be impossible to overcome by any "rules" or efforts of a single individual. The evil is a deeply-rooted one, and the remedy lies in the hands of hospital matrons. In fever hospitals chiefly, but also in others, women are received as probationers who are entirely unsuited to the profession of nursing.
Frivolous, illeducated, and utterly without refinement, they obtain their certificates in two or three years' time, and are foisted on the public as private nurses. Then, escaping from the restraints of hospital life, they proceed to bring discredit upon the uniform they wear and the nursing home they belong to. Until hospital matrons insist upon a higher standard of education and refinement in the probationers they engage, superintendents of nursing homes, and, in fact, the public generally, will 
